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Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 



In response to the Office Action dated December 15, 2000 in which the Examiner 
indicated a Restriction Requirement in the captioned application, Applicants provide the 
foUowmg response. Also filed concurrently herewith is a Petition for a 2 month Extension of 
lime with the appropriate fee, thereby extending the date for response to March 15, 2001. 

... ^ ? e Examiner for the M ^ 13, 2001 telephone interview during 

which the parties agreed that Groups I and H may be properly combined into a single group 

Z^T T m t CapU ° ned a PP Ucation - As **u«ed with the Examiner, ApplicLs 

ntrovi ST h C T bmatl °? ° f ^ IaadXliS pr °P ef Since both W <*al 
improving the production of a secondary metabolite. Claims of Group I are directed to 

rZ2 F^* 0 * ° f a second *y Oolite by improving the yield of the secondary 

S£ f k ° f GfDUP 11 dtodBd l ° the P roduction of ^ second^ 

metabohte by improving the productivity of the secondary metabolite. As detailed for the 

claims of Group n on page 23 of the specification, an improvement or increase in 

J^K^r ° 5 y bCreasiDg the qUotient for me ^ atio " : concentration 

meS r Ume * VoIume *fCW. Thus, an improvement in the productivity of the secondary 

H n 6 meanS °f impr ° Ving ** ° f * e ^ondary metabolitef and therefore,^ 
Groups I and n are properly combined for prosecution. «»creio re , 
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Applicants elect without traverse Groups I and H for prosecution. Applicants 
reserve the right to pursue the prosecution of non-elected groups without prejudice or 
disclaimer to the claims therein. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Hale and Dorr L.L.P. 



Date: March 14, 2001 



Robert Mcbaac, Ph.D. 
Reg. No. 46,918 



Hale and Dorr LLP 
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Boston, MA 
Tel. (617) 526-6000 
Fax (617) 526-5000 



